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technique) of the carvers somewhat deteriorated. But
though it is true that originality is encouraged, yet it is
equally true that the majority of the carvings (ancient and
modern) are based on the wonderful sculptured designs
of the Jain Bastis and the marvellously beautiful Hoysala
temples of Belur, Halebid, Somnathpur, and Nuggarhalli.

Large quantities of Mysore sandalwood are exported to
China, being in every way superior to the Fiji sandalwood.

Purchasers of this carving in the institute may be sure
of getting the genuine article. Those who buy outside
should be on their guard against having common wood,
steeped in sandalwood oil, foisted on them.

Besides the precious sandalwood (a Government
monopoly), there are over 73 varieties of timber in the
Mysore forests, and of these a very large number are used
for furniture and decorative woodwork. The most
important are ebony, teak, redwood, satinwood, Indian
kino, whitewood and Chittagong wood.

LACQUER WARE. The lac insect (coccus lakka) is pro-
pagated on the lac tree (shorea talura) and the black
mimosa (kala kukur). As long ago as 1832, a Commis-
sion investigating Mysore products and industries pointed
out that Lakvalli (in the Shimoga district) was famous
for its lac, and that' the shell lac was manufactured into a
description of sealing wax inferior to none in the world'.

The Indian Economic Conference Handbook for 1928
states that 'special measures have been adopted to
increase the supply and to introduce better methods of
cleaning and washing the lac. Many experiments are
being made. A small factory for the manufacture of
button lac and shell lac has been established, and excellent
progress has been made in the manufacture of lacquer-
ware by power-driven machinery.